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Gregory L. King
A native of Bedford, Ohio, Mr. King graduated 
from Mount Union in 1989 with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in business administration and sport 
management. He joined the staff at Mount Union 
that same year as the institution’s first intern of 
the Wayne Manzilla Diversity Internship Program. 
Mr. King then earned a Master of Education 
degree in higher education administration 
from Kent State University in 1993 and recently 
completed the Association of Governing Boards 
of Universities and Colleges (AGB) Institute for 
Leadership and Governance in Higher Education 
for Aspiring Presidents.

Prior to serving as president of the University, Mr. King served the institution 
as the vice president for advancement (2008-2023), managing and overseeing 
the University’s fundraising activities to advance the mission and strategic 
goals of the institution. During his tenure as the institution’s chief fundraising 
officer, Mount Union successfully completed and exceeded three fundraising 
campaigns. Mr. King has also served as interim vice president for enrollment 
services (2021-2023) with a focus on rebuilding the admission team and 
stabilizing enrollment. 

In addition to these roles, Mr. King also previously served the institution in various 
roles in advancement, enrollment services, and student affairs. As a member of 
the institution’s administrative team, he has also had the opportunity to develop 
skills in leadership, management, trustee relations, diversity and inclusion, 
budgeting, financial aid, alumni and community relations, academics, and 
marketing.

A longtime member of the Alliance community, Mr. King has been a member of 
numerous organizations and boards. He and his wife, Callie, also a Mount Union 
alumna, reside in Alliance.

PRESIDENTIAL BIOGRAPHY
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University Marshal
Dr. Mark W. Himmelein, Professor of German

Flag Bearers
Dr. Robert C. Ekey, Professor of Physics
Dr. Jeremy S. Brueck, Assistant Professor of Education

Assistant Marshals
Dr. Michael M. Knepp, Professor and Chair of Psychology, Neuroscience, and  
 Human Development
Ms. Betsy D. Ekey, Professor, Chair, and Director of Physician Assistant Studies
Dr. Gwen Gray Schwartz, Professor of English
Dr. Carolyn S. Reid, Associate Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry

Academic Procession
Mr. Logan L. Cooper ’20, Chair of the Administrator Advisory Council
Ms. Caitlin E. (Carroll ’07) Clark, Representative of the President’s Council
Dr. Ronald W. Mendel, President of the Faculty Senate
Ms. Jennifer S. (Thurin ’03) Slack, President of the Alumni Association
Mr. Alan C. Andreani, Mayor of the City of Alliance
Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Morrison, University Chaplain
Rev. Dr. Kenneth W. Chalker ’71, Trustee Emeritus
Pastor Aaron M. Hill, Sr., Pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Church
Mr. JR Jackson, Freshman at Alliance High School
Miss Alexandra H. Cox ’23, President of the Student Senate
Ms. Angela L. Lang, Chair of the Support Staff Advisory Council
Dr. Harold M. Kolenbrander, President 1986-2000
Dr. John L. Ewing, Jr., President 2000-2005
Dr. Richard F. Giese, President 2005-2015
Mr. Flint J. Brenton ’77, Member of the Board of Trustees
Mr. Matthew G. Darrah ’84, Chair of the Board of Trustees
Mr. Gregory L. King ’89, President of the University
Trustees of the University
Faculty of the University
Faculty Emeriti of the University
Administrative Staff of the University
Class Representatives
Institutional Delegates

ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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Prelude Mount Union Jazz Band  
   
 Moten Swing by Buster and Benny Moten,  Mr. Donald P. Turoso
 arr. by Sammy Nestico Director
 
 Solid State by Jeff Jarvis 

 Almost Like Being in Love by A. Learner and F. Loewe

 Shiny Stockings by Frank Foster, arr. by Sammy Nestico   
    
 
*Processional  Ms. Amy S. Haines
   Piano
 Suites De Symphonies by J.J. Mouret

*National Anthem  Miss Ashley N. Burtscher ’23
   Songleader  
 Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key
   Ms. Amy S. Haines
   Piano 

*Invocation Pastor Aaron M. Hill, Sr. 
   Pastor of the Tabernacle 
   Baptist Church 

Welcome Mr. Matthew G. Darrah ’84  
   Chair of the Board of Trustees

Remarks Mr. JR Jackson
   Freshman at Alliance High School

*Audience is requested to stand.

INAUGURATION CEREMONY
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Anthem Alliance High School Pep Band 
   
 God Bless America by Irving Berlin, Mx. Joss T. Bowling ’19
 arr. by Shaun Fontaine Director
    

Remarks  Rev. Dr. Kenneth W. Chalker ’71 
   Trustee Emeritus
 A Presidency of Biblical Proportions: 
 A Personal Tribute to Gregory King Upon
 the Occasion of His Inauguration as the 
 14th President of the University of
 Mount Union

Remarks Mr. Flint J. Brenton ’77
   Member of the Board of Trustees

Anthem Mount Union Concert Choir
    
 Joshua! arr. by Stacey V. Gibbs Dr. Grant William Cook III
   Margaret Morgan Ramsey Professor 
   in Music and Director of Choral Activities
    

Greetings
 
 Chair of the Board of Trustees Mr. Matthew G. Darrah ’84 
 
 Mayor of the City of Alliance Mr. Alan C. Andreani
 
 President of the Alumni Association Ms. Jennifer S. (Thurin ’03) Slack
 
 President of the Faculty Senate Dr. Ronald W. Mendel
 
 Representative of the President’s Council Ms. Caitlin E. (Carroll ’07) Clark
 
 Chair of the Administrator Advisory Council Mr. Logan L. Cooper ’20
 
 Chair of the Support Staff Advisory Council  Ms. Angela L. Lang
 
 President of the Student Senate Miss Alexandra H. Cox ’23

*Audience is requested to stand.
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Administration of the Oath of Office and  Mr. Matthew G. Darrah ’84 
Investiture of the Seal of the Office 
   Dr. Harold M. Kolenbrander
   President 1986-2000
   
   Dr. John L. Ewing, Jr.
   President 2000-2005
   
   Dr. Richard F. Giese
   President 2005-2015

Inaugural Address Mr. Gregory L. King ’89
   President of the University

*Alma Mater Mr. Lance J. Tomasko ’23
   Songleader
  Men of Harlech by J. Vizzard Haskell   
   Ms. Amy S. Haines
   Piano

*Benediction Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Morrison
   University Chaplain

Recessional Ms. Amy S. Haines
   Piano
 Hornpipe from Water Music by George 
 Frideric Handel, arr. by Lawrence Rosen

Postlude Alliance High School Pep Band 
 
 Let’s Get It Started by Black Eyed Peas,  Mx. Joss T. Bowling ’19
  arr. by Paul Murtha and William Sheak Director

 Crazy In Love by Beyonce Knowles, 
 arr. by Doug Adams and William Sheak

*Audience is requested to stand.
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Officers
Matthew G. Darrah ’84, Chair
Richard L. Drake ’72, Vice Chair

Ex-Officio Members
Gregory L. King ’89
Tracy Smith Malone
Gregory V. Palmer

Honorary Trustee
Harold M. Kolenbrander 

Trustees Emeriti
Gary S. Adams ‘75
Steven J. Barr ‘88
Joel H. Beeghly ‘64 
Paul R. Bishop
Ginger F. Brown
Kenneth W. Chalker ‘71
P. Roger Clay ’61
Judith (King ’55) Douglass
Sylvester Green ‘64
Fred J. Haupt ‘63
Randall C. Hunt ‘75
William C. Krochta ‘52
Robert S. Kunkel, Jr. ‘55
Vanita (Bauknight ’63) Oelschlager
David R. Schooler ‘68
Larry D. Shinn
Dorothy A. (Denning ’58) Sisk
George E. Stradley ‘58
Sandra L. (Goff ’74) Thomas

Active Trustees
Heidi K. Bartholomew ‘92
J. Lynne Biery
Victor J. Boschini ‘78
Flint J. Brenton ‘77
Rachelle D. (Isles ’90) Brown
Bradley D. Carman ‘84
James E. Costanzo ‘84
Robert Curry ’91
Matthew G. Darrah ‘84
Richard L. Drake ‘72
James P. Eismon ‘98
Mark L. Fedor
John J. Flynn ‘71
Scott R. Gindlesberger ’87
Suzan R. Goris
Allen E. Green ’77
Nancy H. Hill ‘79
W. Michael Jarrett ‘87
Chad V. Johnson ‘07
Daniel R. Keller ’72
Mei-Lin Khoo ’89
Edward M. Kolesar ’84
Richard T. Marabito ’85
April C. Mason ‘77
Gerard P. Mastroianni
Sean M. Moore ‘97
Robert J. Newbold ’89
Derrick V. Rippy ’84
Janice M. Sanders ’82
Joel L. Sassa ‘78
Gretchen L. Schuler ‘96
Jennifer S. (Thurin ’03) Slack
Laurence E. Talley ‘91
C. Reggie Thomas ‘87
Lee Ann (Johnston ’83) Thorn
Nicholas M. Walker ’11

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Department of Biochemistry, Chemistry, and P hysics
Debra Boyd-Kimball, Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry; B.S., Bethany 

College ’01; Ph.D., University of Kentucky ’04. 
Julie Butler, Assistant Professor of Physics; B.S., Erskine College ’18; Ph.D., Michigan 

State University ’23.
Colin Campbell, Associate Professor of Physics; B.S., Westminster College ’07; Ph.D., 

Pennsylvania State University ’12. 
Steven Cederbloom, Associate Professor of Physics; B.A., Carleton College ’86; 

M.A., Indiana University ’91; Ph.D., Indiana University ’95. 
Laura Dwyer, General Chemistry Lab Coordinator; B.S., University of Notre Dame 

’11.
Ryan Dwyer, Assistant Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry; B.S., University of 

Notre Dame ’11; Ph.D., Cornell University ’17.
Robert Ekey, Professor of Physics; B.S., Dickinson College ’99; M.S., Bryn Mawr 

College ’01; Ph.D., Bryn Mawr College ’06. 
Deok-im Jean, Assistant Professor of Chemistry; B.S., Dankook University (Seoul) 

‘05; M.S., Dankook University (Seoul) ‘07; Ph.D., Miami University ‘13.
Scott Mason, Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry and Chair of the 

Department of Biochemistry, Chemistry, and Physics; B.S., Mount Union College 
’89; Ph.D., University of South Carolina ’93. 

Sheryl Mason, Associate Professor of Chemistry; B.S., Mount Union College ’90; 
Ph.D., University of South Carolina ’94. 

Keith Miller, Associate Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry; B.S., Mount Union 
College ’08; Ph.D., University of North Carolina ‘13. 

Christine Morales, Assistant Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry; B.S., 
Carleton College ’98; Ph.D., University of Hawaii ‘05.

Carolyn Reid, Associate Professor of Biochemistry and Chemistry; B.S., University 
of the West Indies ’95; Ph.D., Tulane University ’07. 

Robert Woodward, Associate Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Pre-
Health Professions Program; B.A., The Ohio State University ’06; B.S., The Ohio 
State University ’06; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’10.

Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences
Andrew Hutsky, Assistant Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences; B.S., 

University of Pittsburgh – Johnstown ’09; M.S., University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
‘11; Ph.D., University of Nebraska, Lincoln ’15.

Phillip LaScola, Assistant Professor of Biology; B.S., Mount Union College ‘03; 
M.S.Ed., University of Akron ’04; Ph.D., Kent State University ’15.

Sandra Madar, Professor of Biology, Founding Dean of the College of Natural 
and Health Sciences, and Interim Co-Vice President for Academic Affairs; B.S., 
University of Michigan ’89; Ph.D., Kent State University ’96.

FACULTY



8

Christopher Marks, Associate Professor of Biology; B.A., University of Akron ’02; 
M.S., University of Akron ’06; Ph.D., University of Akron ’12.  

Amy McElhinney, Associate Professor of Biology; B.A., Wartburg College ’97; M.S., 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington ’02; Ph.D., Indiana University ’10. 

Mark McNaught, Associate Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences; B.S., 
Lafayette College ’85; M.S., University of Rochester ’89; Ph.D., University of 
Rochester ’91. 

Heather Mercer, Instructor of Biology; B.S., Kent State University ’99; M.A., Kent 
State University ’07; M.S., Kent State University ’13.

Kim Risley, Professor of Biology and Chair of the Department of Biological and 
Environmental Sciences and the Milton J. Lichty Chair in Biology; B.S., North 
Dakota State University ’94; Ph.D., East Carolina University School of Medicine 
’98. 

Tom Wise, Biology Lab Manager; B.S., Kent State University ’87.
Lin Wu, Professor of Biology; B.S., Huazhong Agricultural University, China ’83; M.S., 

The Ohio State University ’90; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’91.  
Michael Zimmerman, Associate Professor of Biological and Environmental 

Sciences; B.S., Muskingum College ’08; M.S., Wake Forest University ’10; Ph.D., 
Wake Forest University ’14.

School of Business 
Richard Bailey, Assistant Professor of Sport Business; B.A., The Ohio State University 

’05; M.S., The Ohio State University ’16; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’19.
Lori Braa, Associate Professor of Sport Business; B.A., University of Southern 

Colorado ‘84; M.A., University of Northern Colorado ‘93; Ph.D., University of 
Northern Colorado ’11. 

E. Anne Christo-Baker, Professor of Business and Director of the School of 
Business; B.S., University of Sierra Leone; M.O.D., Bowling Green State University 
’98; Ed.D., Bowling Green State University ’04.

Andrea Ferraro, Associate Professor of Business; B.A., University of Akron ’87; M.A., 
University of Akron ’92; Ph.D., University of Akron ’15.

Xiaoshu Han, Associate Professor of Economics; B.A., Beijing Foreign Studies 
University ’99; M.A., State University of New York at Binghamton ’02; M.S., 
University of Texas-Austin ’04; Ph.D., University of Texas-Austin ’07. 

Amber Hunt, Associate Professor of Finance; B.A., Mount Union College ’03; M.B.A., 
Ashland University ’08; Ph.D., University of Akron ’14.

Michael Kachilla, Professional in Residence and Professor of Business; B.A., The 
Ohio State University ’77; M.B.A., Ohio University ’07. 

Mark McConnell, Associate Professor of Marketing; B.B.A., Youngstown State 
University ’78; M.B.A., Tulane University ’81. 

Michael Myler, Professor of Economics; B.A., Northern Michigan University ’69; 
M.A., Michigan State University ’76; Ph.D., Michigan State University ’83. 

Ruth Pogacnik, Associate Professor of Accounting; B.S., Youngstown State 
University ’86; C.P.A., ’94; M.B.A., Youngstown State University ’97. 
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Janet Potts, Visiting Assistant Professor of Business; B.S., University of Toledo ’04; 
M.B.A., Youngstown State University ’19.

Russell Tietz, Associate Professor of Accounting; B.S., University of Akron ’81; C.P.A., 
’83; M.B.A, University of Akron ’91.

Wendy Ziems-Mueller, Associate Professor and Director of the Master of Business 
Administration Program; B.A., Heidelberg University ’00; M.B.A., Heidelberg 
University ’02; M.Ed., Tiffin University ’18; D.M., University of Phoenix ’11. 

School of Education 
Melissa Askren-Edgehouse, Professor of Education and CAEP Coordinator; B.A., 

Mount Union College ’99; M.E., Ashland University ’03; Ed.D., Bowling Green 
State University ’08.  

Linda Bigham, Associate Director of Assessment and Licensure; B.S., Mount Union 
College ’08; M.S., Kent State University ‘14.

Jeremy Brueck, Assistant Professor of Education; B.S., University of Akron ’01; M.A., 
University of Akron ’07; Ph.D., University of Akron ’14. 

Linda Burkey, Professor of Education and the Lester D. Crow Professor in 
Education; B.S., Kent State University ’79; M.A., Lenoir-Rhyne University ’89; 
Ph.D., Kent State University ’93. 

Beth Canfield-Simbro, Associate Professor of Education; B.S., Wright State 
University ’96; M.P.H., The Ohio State University ’99; Ph.D., The Ohio State 
University ’03.

Mandy Capel, Professor of Education and Director of the Master of Education 
Program; B.A., Mount Union College ’98; M.A., Mary Grove University ’01; Ph.D., 
Kent State University ’08.

Chanda Coblentz, Assistant Professor of Education; B.S., West Liberty State College 
’96; M.S., Franciscan University ’03; Ed.D., Walden University ’16.

Mary Beth Henning, Professor of Education; B.A., College of Wooster ’94; M.S., 
University of Toledo ’97; Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University ’02.

Jennifer Hollinger, Assistant Professor of Education and Assistant Director of 
the School of Education; B.A., Cedarville University ’02; M.Ed., University of 
Cincinnati ’07; M.S., Western Governors University ’18; Ed.D., Youngstown State 
University ‘18.

Bruce Pietz, Associate Professor of Education and Director of the School of 
Education; A.A., Minnesota State University ’95; B.S., Minnesota State University 
’00; M.A., Minnesota State University ’04; Ed.D., St. Mary’s University of 
Minnesota ’12.

Ernest Pratt, Associate Professor of Education; B.S., University of Sierra Leone, West 
Africa ’78; M.E., University of North Texas ’94; Ph.D., University of Tennessee ’00. 

Caitlin Reash, Coordinator of Clinical Partnerships; B.A., University of Mount Union 
’10; M.A., University of Mount Union ’14. 

Kristine Still, Professor of Education and Founding Dean of the College of Applied 
and Social Sciences; B.S., University of Akron ’92; M.A., Walsh University ’98; 
Ph.D., University of Akron ’06.
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School of Engineering 
Benjamin Alexander, Laboratory Technician; B.S., Youngstown State University ’04; 

M.S., University of Akron ’08.
Loay Al-Zube, Associate Professor of Biomedical Engineering; B.S., Jordan 

University of Science and Technology ’00; M.S., New Jersey Institute of 
Technology ’04; Ph.D., Rutgers University ’08.

Jinwoo An, Assistant Professor of Civil Engineering; B.S., Dankook University ’06; 
M.S., Yonsei University ’09; M.S., University of Texas at Austin ’12; Ph.D., University 
of Central Florida ’15.

Shehla Arif, Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering; B.E., University of 
Engineering and Technology, Pakistan ’96; M.S., Bucknell University ’04; Ph.D., 
Northwestern University ’10.

Lynn Dudash, Assistant Professor of Biomedical Engineering; B.S., Georgia Institute 
of Technology ’05; M.S., Case Western Reserve University ’06; Ph.D., Case 
Western Reserve University ’13.

Glauco Fontgalland, Assistant Professor of Engineering; B.S., Federal University of 
Paraiba, Brazil ’90; M.S., Federal University of Paraiba, Brazil ’94; D.Eng., National 
Polytechnic Institute of Toulouse, France ’99. 

Khan Habeeb Ur Rahman, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering; B.E., 
Visveswaraiah Technological University, India ’03; M.S., Wichita State University 
’08; Ph.D., Wichita State University ’18. 

Chad Korach, Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering and Director of the 
School of Engineering; B.S., Georgia Institute of Technology ’95; M.S., Georgia 
Institute of Technology ’99; Ph.D., Northwestern University ’04.

Julie Phillips, Electrical Engineering Lab Technician.; A.S., Community College of 
the Air Force ’03.

Hans Tritico, Professor of Civil Engineering; B.S., University of Michigan ’99; M.S., 
Washington State University ’02; Ph.D., University of Michigan ’09. 

Department of Exercise, Sport, and Nutrition Sciences
Tomás Barrett, Assistant Professor of Exercise Science; B.S., University of Limerick 

’12; M.A., Central Michigan University ’15; M.S., Central Michigan University ’18; 
Ph.D., Central Michigan University ’20. 

Nicholas Fiolo, Assistant Professor of Exercise Science; B.S., Pennsylvania State 
University ’10; M.S., Marywood University ’14; Ph.D., East Tennessee State 
University ’17.

Ronald Mendel, Professor of Exercise Science and Chair of the Department of 
Exercise, Sport, and Nutrition Sciences; B.S., Walsh University ’91; M.A., Walsh 
University ’93; Ph.D., Kent State University ’00. 

Katherine Spillios, Professor of Exercise Science; B.S., Mount Union College ’05; 
M.A., Kent State University ’06; Ph.D., Kent State University ’08. 
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Department of Justice, Diversity, and Interdisciplinary 
Humanities 
G. Scott Gravlee, Associate Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies; B.A., 

University of Washington ’88; Ph.D., Stanford University ’96. 
Susan Haddox, Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies; B.A., Gustavus 

Adolphus College ’94; M.S., Stanford University ’97; M.Div., Pacific School of 
Religion ’00; Ph.D., Emory University ’05. 

Nicole Johnson, Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies and Chair of 
the Department of Justice, Diversity, and Interdisciplinary Humanities; B.A., 
Westminster College ’98; M.A., Wheeling Jesuit University ’01; Ph.D., Boston 
University School of Theology ’07. 

Ivory Lyons, Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies; B.S., Boston University 
College of Engineering ’82; B.S., Morehouse College ’82; M.Div., Bethel 
Theological Seminary ’92; M.A., Claremont Graduate University ’97; Ph.D., 
Claremont Graduate University ’98. 

Paul Tidman, Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies; B.A., Asbury University 
’78; Ph.D., University of Notre Dame ’90. 

Department of Literature and Communication Arts
Jamie Capuzza, Professor of Communication; B.A., Mount Union College ’85; M.A., 

The Ohio State University ’88; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’91. 
Michelle Collins-Sibley, Professor of English; A.B., Stanford University ’77; M.A., 

Monterey Institute of International Studies ’80; Ph.D., State University of New 
York at Binghamton ’90.  

Danielle Cordaro, Associate Professor of English and Director of the Center for 
Faculty Development; B.A., Western Michigan University ’03; M.A., Western 
Michigan University ’05; Ph.D., Purdue University ’10. 

Rodney Dick, Professor of English and Director of the Digital, Written, and 
Oral Communication Studio; B.A. Gonzaga University ’96; M.A., University of 
Louisville ’00; Ph.D., University of Louisville ’05. 

Heather Duda, Professor of English and Founding Dean of the College of Arts and 
Humanities; B.A., Lycoming College ’98; M.A., University of Maryland – College 
Park ’01; Ph.D., Indiana University of Pennsylvania ’06.

Michael Olin-Hitt, Professor of English; B.A., Otterbein College ’86; M.A., The Ohio 
State University ’89; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’93. 

Andrew Price, Professor of English, Chair of the Department of Literature and 
Communication Arts, and the Mary W. and Eric A. Eckler Chair in American 
Literature and Drama; B.A., St. Anselm College ’82; M.A., University of Notre 
Dame ’85; Ph.D., University of Notre Dame ’88. 

Gwen Gray Schwartz, Professor of English; B.A., Occidental College ’90; M.A., 
Morehead State University ’94; Ph.D., University of Arizona ’06. 
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Frank Tascone, Assistant Professor of English; B.A., Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania ’85; M.A., Bowling Green State University ’89; M.F.A., University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington ’98. 

David Thiele, Professor of English and Director of the University Honors Program; 
B.A., Kenyon College ’91; M.A., Boston College ’95; Ph.D., Boston College ’03.

Department of Mathematics and Computer Science 
Sherri Brugh, Professor of Mathematics and Co-Chair of the Department of 

Mathematics and Computer Science; B.S., Baldwin-Wallace College ’90; M.S., 
Vanderbilt University ’92; Ph.D., Vanderbilt University ’94. 

Blase Cindric, Associate Professor of Computer Science; B.S., Westminster College 
’82; M.S., Pennsylvania State University ’85.

Mahmoud Darwich, Assistant Professor of Computer Science; B.E., Beirut Arab 
University, Lebanon ’06; M.S., University of Louisiana ’13; Ph.D., University of 
Louisiana ’17.

Douglas Henry, Mathematics Lab Coordinator; B.S., Kent State University ‘05; M.S., 
Kent State University ’09.

Katherine Ritchey, Assistant Professor of Mathematics; B.A., University of Notre 
Dame ’13; M.S., The Ohio State University ’16; Ph.D., The Ohio State University 
’19.

Gerald Wuchter, Professor of Mathematics and Co-Chair of the Department of 
Mathematics and Computer Science; B.S., Miami University ’89; M.S., University 
of Michigan - Ann Arbor ’91; Ph.D., University of Michigan - Ann Arbor ’95. 

Department of Nursing 
Betty Allen, Associate Professor of Nursing and Chair of the Department of 

Nursing; B.S.N., Valparaiso University ’99; M.S.N., Malone College ’08; Ed.D, Nova 
Southeastern University ‘16.

Monica Andreski, Clinical Associate Professor of Nursing; B.S.N., Walsh University 
’09; M.S.N., Benedictine University ’15.

Perri-Anne Concialdi, Clinical Assistant Professor of Nursing; B.S.N., University of 
Akron ’83; M.S.N., Kent State University ’91.

Andrea Corbisello, Clinical Associate Professor and Director of Nursing Laboratory 
and Clinical Experiences; B.S.N., Kent State University ’97; M.S.N., Franciscan 
University of Steubenville ’09.

Sara Dorris, Associate Professor of Nursing; A.D.N., Kent State University ’06; 
B.S.N., Kent State University ’11; M.S.N., Youngstown State University ’14; D.N.P., 
Chamberlain College of Nursing ’16.

Elise Mollohan, Assistant Professor of Nursing and Undergraduate Coordinator; 
B.S., University of Akron ’06; M.S.N., Indiana Wesleyan University ’12; Ph.D., 
University of Akron ‘22.
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Kelly Schwendiman, Clinical Assistant Professor of Nursing; A.A.S., Stark State 
College of Technology ’97; B.S.N., Kent State University ’02; M.S.N., Kent State 
University ’12.

Karen Towne, Clinical Assistant Professor of Nursing; B.A., Ohio University ’00; 
B.S.N., Kent State University ’08; M.S.N., Case Western Reserve University ‘15.

Department of Performing Arts 
Elaine Anderson, Professor of Music; B.M., Concordia College ’90; M.M., Manhattan 

School of Music ’92; D.M.A., University of Alabama ’99. 
Patricia Boehm, Professor of Music; B.M., Jacksonville University ’75; M.M., Florida 

State University ’80; Ph.D., Kent State University ’99.  
Grant Cook, III, Professor of Music, Director of Choral Activities, and the Margaret 

Morgan Ramsey Professor in Music; B.M., Heidelberg College ‘89; M.M., Kent 
State University ‘92; Ph.D., Kent State University ’01. 

Kevin Kern, Associate Professor of Theatre; B.A., California Lutheran University ’90; 
M.F.A., Brandeis University ’93. 

Maira Liliestedt, Professor of Music; B.M., Bowling Green State University ’00; M.M., 
University of Cincinnati University Conservatory of Music ’02; D.M.A., University 
of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music ’05. 

Jerome Miskell, Professor of Music and Chair of the Department of Performing 
Arts; B.M., University of Akron ’85; M.M., University of Akron ’88; D.M.A., 
University of South Carolina ’95.

Jeffrey Neitzke, Director of Bands; B.M., University of Illinois ’00; M.M., University of 
Akron ’03. 

Ryan Patterson, Assistant Professor of Theatre; B.S., University of Akron ’12; M.F.A., 
Kent State University ’15.

Sarah Russell, Assistant Professor of Theatre; B.M., Bowling Green State University 
’05; M.F.A., Kent State University ’09.

Department of P hysical Therapy
Kanika Bansal, Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy; B.S., Lokmanya Tilak 

Municipal Medical College, Sion ’14; M.P.T., School of Allied Health Sciences, 
Manipal University ’16, Ph.D., University of Florida ‘21.

Mark Carroll, Associate Professor of Physical Therapy; B.A., The Ohio State 
University ’87; M.A., Mt. Vernon Nazarene University ’03; Ed.D., Bowling Green 
State University ’07.

Sheryl Holt, Associate Professor of Physical Therapy and Director of the Physical 
Therapy Program; B.S.P.T., Georgia State University ’78; M.S., The Ohio State 
University ’99; Ph.D., University of Kentucky ’16.

Lisa Koniowsky, Clinical Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy; B.S., Youngstown 
State University ’00; M.S., Youngstown State University ’03; D.P.T., A.T., Still 
University ’19. 
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Megan Salvatore, Associate Professor of Physical Therapy; B.S., Wheeling Jesuit 
University ’98; M.S., Wheeling Jesuit University ’01; D.P.T., Wheeling Jesuit 
University ’06.

Jennifer Sensor, Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy; B.S., Pennsylvania State 
University ’08; Ph.D., Kent State University ’17.

Amanda Waltz, Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy and Director of Clinical 
Education; B.S., Walsh University ’07; D.P.T., Walsh University ’11.

Department of P hysician Assistant Studies
Kelly Dallas, Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies; B.S., University of 

Findlay ’01; M.P.A.S., University of Nebraska ’07.
Dana Domer, Assistant Professor and Clinical Coordinator of Physician Assistant 

Studies; A.A.S., Cuyahoga Community College ’97; M.P.A.S., Arizona School of 
Health Sciences ’10.

Betsy Ekey, Professor of Physician Assistant Studies and Director of the Physician 
Assistant Studies Program; B.M.S., Alderson-Broaddus College ’99; M.P.A.S., 
Alderson-Broaddus College ’07. 

Allison Greene, Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies; B.S., Saint Mary’s 
College ’08; M.S., Marietta College ’10. 

Jessica Klaus, Assistant Professor and Clinical Coordinator of Physician Assistant 
Studies; B.S., Youngstown State University ’10; M.P.A.S., University of Mount 
Union ’13. 

Roger Kunes, Associate Professor of Physician Assistant Studies; B.S., Marietta 
College ‘95; M.M.Sc., Emory University ’98.

Vanessa Worley, Associate Professor and Academic Coordinator of Physician 
Assistant Studies; B.S., Allegheny College ’01; M.P.A.S., Chatham University ’04.

Department of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Development
Ryan Cook, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human 

Development; B.A., Malone University ’05; M.Ed., University of Akron ’08; Ph.D., 
University of Akron ’16.

Tamara Daily, Professor of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Development 
and the Lewis Miller Professor in Psychology; B.A., Ohio Wesleyan University ’88; 
M.A., University of Nebraska-Lincoln ’91; Ph.D., University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
’93.  

Michael Knepp, Professor of Neuroscience and Human Development and Chair 
of the Department of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Development; 
B.S. University of Pittsburgh ’05; M.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University ’07; Ph.D., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University ’10. 

Kevin Meyer, Associate Professor of Psychology; B.A., The Ohio State University ’99; 
M.S., The Ohio State University ’01; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’07.  

Melissa Muller, Professor of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Development; 
B.S., California Lutheran University ’98; M.A., Kent State University ’00; Ph.D., Kent 
State University ’06. 
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Sarah Torok-Gerard, Associate Professor of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human 
Development; B.A., Mercyhurst College ’00; M.A., State University of New York at 
Albany ’01; Ph.D., State University of New York at Albany ’05. 

Kristine Turko, Professor of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Human Development 
and Director of the Spectrum Education Center; B.S. Drexel University ’95; M.S., 
Lehigh University ’01; Ph.D., Lehigh University ’06. 

Department of Social Sciences 
Theresa Davis, Associate Professor of History; B.A., Mount Union College ’95; M.A., 

University of Akron ’00; Ph.D., University of Akron ’13.
Lee Dionne, Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Studies; 

B.A., University of California Riverside ’04; M.A., California State University 
San Bernardino ’06; J.D., Northwestern School of Law ’09; Ph.D., University of 
California San Diego ’20.

Leslie Greenwell, Visiting Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice; B.S., Eastern 
Kentucky University ’05; M.S., University of Louisville ’09; Ph.D., University of 
Louisville ’21.

Michael Grossman, Professor of Political Science and International Studies and 
Co-Chair of the Department of Social Sciences; B.A., George Washington 
University ’92; M.A., Northeastern University ’97; Ph.D., University of South 
Carolina ’03. 

Aaron Howell, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice; B.S., Kansas 
State University ’04; M.A., University of Cincinnati ’07; Ph.D., University of 
Cincinnati ’14.

Paul Muller, Associate Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice; B.S., Brigham 
Young University ’97; M.A., University of New Hampshire ’99; Ph.D., University of 
New Hampshire ’04. 

John Recchiuti, Professor of History, and Co-Chair of the Department of Social 
Sciences, and the John E. and Helen Saffell Endowed Chair in Humanities; 
B.A., Wesleyan University ’79; M.A., Warwick University ’82; M. Phil., Columbia 
University ’85; Ph.D., Columbia University ’92. 

Kelly Stout, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice; A.A.S., University 
of Idaho ’11; B.S., University of Idaho ’11; M.A., University of Nevada at Las Vegas 
’13; Ph.D., University of Nevada at Las Vegas ’19.

Department of Visual Arts and Media 
Adelina Cooper, Associate Professor of Communication and Chair of the 

Department of Visual Arts and Media; B.A., University of Akron ’94; M.A., 
University of Akron ’99; Ph.D., The Ohio State University ’05. 

Margo Miller, Associate Professor of Art; B.F.A., University of Akron ’82; M.F.A., Kent 
State University ’85. 
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Department of World Languages and Cultures 
Gregg Courtad, Professor of Spanish; B.A., Kenyon College ’83; B.S., The Ohio State 

University ’87; M.A., University of Cincinnati ’85; Ph.D., University of Cincinnati 
’96. 

Jennifer Hall, Professor of French, Chair of the Department of World Languages 
and Cultures, and Director of the Center for Global Education; B.A., Beloit 
College ’91; M.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison ’94; Ph.D., The Ohio State 
University ’99. 

Mark Himmelein, Professor of German; B.A., Baldwin-Wallace College ’79; M.A., 
University of Pittsburgh ’81; Ph.D., University of Akron ’95. 

Bertrand Landry, Associate Professor of French; Baccalauréat, Lycée Prieur de la 
Côd’Or, France ’89; Maîtrise, L.C.E. Anglais, Université de Bourgogne, France ‘95; 
M.A., Miami University ’01; Ph.D., Boston University ’05.

1955 Vincent Obmann
1961 P. Roger Clay
1962 Peter Gligor
1963 Fred Haupt
1964 Paul Ignatius
1969 Lynda (Cailor) Slack
1970 Leigh Mainwaring
1971 Grace (Bird) Chalker
1974 Harry Paidas
1975 Rick Palmer
1978 Joel Sassa
1979 Richard Neely
1980 Eugene Thorn III
1982 Jeffrey Danner
1984 James Sturmi
1985 Richard Marabito
1986 Patrick Heddleston
1987 Scott Gindlesberger
1989 Scott Mason
1990 Paul Scott
1991 Tina (Cotton) Stuchell
1992 Heidi Bartholomew
1995 Theresa (Young) Davis
1996 Gretchen Schuler

1997 Dawn Adams
1998 Sarah (Clarkson) McMahon
1999 Melissa Askren-Edgehouse
2000 Thomas Horwood
2002 Richard Jackson
2003 Melanie (McMaster) Scanlon
2004 Audra (Lee) Youngen
2005 Katherine (Pierce) Spillios
2006 John Burkey
2007 Lisa Johnson
2008 Linda Bigham
2009 Daryl Ely
2010 Melissa (Mahnke) Morrison
2011 Abigail (Honaker) Schroeder
2013 Margaret (Miller) Collins
2014 Ryan Smith
2015 Jacob Ward
2016 Taurice Scott
2017 Abigail Bartoszewicz
2018 Kelby (Smith) Davis
2019 Joss Bowling
2020 Logan Cooper
2021 Christian Lopez
2022 Fatima Magana Meza

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
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1815 Allegheny College
  Matthew Stinson ’94

1824 Kenyon College
  Gregg Courtad

1835 Marietta College
  William Ruud 

1839 Boston University
  Cheryl Boots ‘73 

1845 Baldwin Wallace University  
  Randi Congleton   

1852 Westminster College
  Gina (DeGenova ‘95) Vance

1871 Ohio Northern University
  Julie Hurtig

1892 Aultman College
  Jean Paddock 

1892 Malone University
  Gregory Miller

1910 Kent State University
  Angela Neal-Barnett ’82 

1960 Walsh University
  Timothy Collins

1963 Cuyahoga Community College
  William Cunion

INSTITUTIONAL DELEGATES

INAUGURATION COMMITTEE

Co-Chairs
Melissa (Smith ’98) Gardner
Audra (Lee ’04) Youngen

Members
Logan Aguiniga
Bryan Boatright
Diana Bondoni
Tara Canestraro
Ronald Crowl
Callie (Livengood ’09) King
Gregory King ’89
Taralyn Pete
Hannah Reese
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MOUNT UNION JAZZ BAND

Alto Saxophone and Flute
Steven Smith
Claire Fried

Tenor Saxophone and Flute
Tucker Gayhart

Baritone Saxophone 
Carson Fox

Trumpet and Flugelhorn
Richard Ulam
Joy Beach

Trombone
Joel Greenly
Carson Burns
Steven Wright

Piano
Alejandro Espinoza

Guitar
Mirei Kitano

Bass
Branden Burnell

Drum Set
Caleb Dorris

Vocals 
Allison Darragh
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ALLIANCE HIGH SCHOOL PEP BAND

Flute
Katrina Asano
Anna Eversdyke 
Olivia Hershberger
Elizabeth Recchiuti
Lily Walker

Clarinet
Gabby Heslop
Tabitha Poindexter
Gracie Weaver

Alto Saxophone
Ayden Palmer-Vaughn
Jordan Schwartz

Tenor Saxophone
Emily Owens
Ian Sherer

Trumpet
Kaia Canavan
Sydney Haynam
Sander Kern

Mellophone
Courtney Asano
Adam Burse
Katie England

Trombone and Baritone
Maddux Bryant
Elijah Chunat

Tuba
Kiernan Canavan
Cayden Monk

Percussion
Paige Ashworth
Lillian Daniels
Benjamin Fiegenschuh
Mackenzie Heslop
Zachary Kinser
Isaiah Myers
Dylan Nastari
Jayson Reed
Emylee Yeager
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MOUNT UNION CONCERT CHOIR

Soprano 
Ashley Burtsche
Hannah Botzman
Grace Clark 
Schuyler Hollenbach
Chloe Laszlo
Emma Peak
Allyson Pedone
Maya Polen
Alyssa Reeve
Allison Rudman
Sally Renee Tausch
Corrie VanNatta
Sage Warner

Alto
Hailey Csizmadia
Chloe Dragos
Briana Haddon
Gwyneth Hollenbach
Grace Kanipe
Aaliyah Parker-Kinnard
Danielle Lebo
Tiffany Schaumberg
Brooklyn Schlabach
Jacklyn Sullivan
Eden Walker
Taylor White
Anna Zumbar

Tenor 
Andrew Bennett
Josiah Foster
Alex Glauthier IV
Josiah Haas
Benjamin Hayes
Malik Peloso
Steven Smith 
Lance Tomasko
Cole VanNatta
Micah Walker
Benjamin Wykoff

Bass/Baritone 
Carson Burns
Joshua Clay
Sam Darrin
Caleb Dawson
Matthew Eversdyke
Tucker Gayhart
Cameron Hough
Matthew Korver
JoJo Moore
Joshua Morris
Seth Tackett
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The University of Mount Union is the outgrowth of a town meeting held by 
forward-looking citizens of the village of Mount Union on October 4, 1846. At 
that time, the people gathered to hear Orville Nelson Hartshorn outline the need 
for a new institution in the area, where men and women could be educated 
with equal opportunity, where science would parallel the humanities, where 
laboratory and experimental subjects would receive proper emphasis, and where 
there would be no distinction due to race, color, sex, or position. On October 20, 
1846, this young man organized and taught on the third floor of the “Old Carding 
Mill” a “select school” of six students.

The school grew rapidly under his inspired leadership and, in 1849, became 
known as Mount Union Seminary. Then, on January 9, 1858, the institution was 
chartered and incorporated under the laws of the State of Ohio as Mount Union 
College.

In September 1911, Scio University, located in Scio, Ohio, was united with Mount 
Union. By the articles of consolidation, the liberal arts alumni of the former 
institution were made alumni of the latter.

On August 1, 2010, the institution officially became known as the University of 
Mount Union. The change to a university designation was made in an effort to 
better describe what Mount Union is today and more effectively communicate all 
that the institution has to offer. 

From 1846 to present, the administration of the University has been under the 
leadership of 14 presidents: Orville Nelson Hartshorn (1846-1887); Tamerlane 
Pliny Marsh (1888-1898); Albert Birdsall Riker (1898-1908); William Henry 
McMaster 1899 (1908-1938); Charles Burgess Ketcham (1938-1953); Carl Cluster 
Bracy (1954-1967); Ronald Gilbert Weber ’38 (1967-1980); G. Benjamin Lantz, Jr. 
(1980-1985); Harold M. Kolenbrander (1986-2000); John L. Ewing, Jr. (2000-2005); 
Richard F. Giese (2005-2015); W. Richard Merriman, Jr. (2015-2020); Thomas J. 
Botzman (2020-2022); and Gregory L. King ’89 (2023-present).

UNIVERSITY HISTORY
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The history and pageantry of academic regalia goes back to the medieval 
universities of Europe in the 11th and 12th centuries. Gowns were everyday dress, 
providing for their wearers not only distinction but also warmth during long 
hours of study in poorly heated buildings.

Academic life as we know it today began in the church and then spread 
throughout the guilds. The teaching guild was the guild of the master of arts, 
where the bachelor was the apprentice of the master; the dress was the outward 
sign of privilege and responsibility. It became necessary for universities to set 
rules to preserve the dignity and meaning of their academic dress or regalia. 
Since the 15th century, both Cambridge and Oxford universities in England have 
made academic dress a matter of university control, even to its minor details, and 
have repeatedly published revised regulations.

Although academic regalia is seen only at such formal affairs as commencement, 
dedication ceremonies, and inaugural exercises on American campuses today, 
it has been governed by an Academic Costume Code, established in 1895 and 
revised by the American Council of Education from time to time.

When the Academic Costume Code is followed, it is possible to identify the 
highest degree that the wearer holds, the college or university that awarded it, 
and the course of study that it represents. The distinguishing features are the cut 
of the gown, the color of the tassel on the cap, and the lengths and colors of the 
hood.

The gowns have three distinctive sleeves: long sleeves for the bachelor’s gown, 
longer closed sleeves with arm slits at the elbow for the master’s gown, and 
bell-shaped sleeves extending to the wrist for the doctor’s gown. The bachelor’s 
gown, usually black in color, is worn closed; the master’s gown, also most 
frequently black, is worn open or closed, depending partly upon its tailoring; and 
the doctor’s gown, either black or of the official colors of the degree granting 
university, is worn open or closed, depending on the preference of its wearer. 
The bachelor’s and master’s gowns have no trimming; the doctor’s gown is faced 
down the front with velvet and has three bars of velvet across the sleeves. This 
velvet trim is either black, or is a color adopted by the university granting the 
doctor’s degree or is the color associated with the discipline to which the degree 
pertains.

A cap is worn with each type of gown. The bachelor’s cap has a stiff, square flat 
top known as a “mortarboard;” its tassel is either black or is a color associated 
with the wearer’s degree. The master’s cap is identical to the bachelor’s cap, but 

ACADEMIC REGALIA
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the tassel is almost always black. The doctor’s cap, ordinarily black, is either a 
“mortarboard” or a soft, cushion-like design; the tassel is either black or gold.

The hood is of three lengths: three feet for the bachelor’s hood, three and one-
half feet for the master’s hood, and four feet for the doctor’s hood. The color of 
the velvet edging, which is wider for the higher degrees than for the bachelor’s 
hood, indicates the subject area to which the degree pertains. In addition to the 
colored edging, the hood shows in its lining the official colors of the college or 
university that awarded the degree. The hood is worn in such a way that a large 
part of the lining is visible.

In nearly every academic procession, there will appear a few costumes that do 
not conform to the standard patterns described above. Gold braid is sometimes 
added to the gowns of academic administrators and trustees; the color of the 
trustees’ gowns may be specified by the college. Many faculties include a few 
members who hold degrees from foreign universities, some of which prescribe 
very colorful regalia of varying designs.
 
The following colors are associated with the various faculties or disciplines:  

Agriculture
Maize         

Arts, Letters, 
Humanities

White

Commerce, 
Accountancy, 

Business
Drab         

Dentistry
Lilac 

Economics
Copper

Education
Light Blue

Engineering
Orange

Fine Arts, 
including 

Architecture
Brown        

Forestry
Russet   

Journalism
Crimson         

Law
Purple   

Library Science
Lemon         

Medicine
Green   

Music
Pink  

Nursing
Apricot

Optometry
Sea Foam Green

Oratory (Speech)
Silver Gray

Pharmacy
Olive Green       

Philosophy
Dark Blue

Physical 
Education

Sage Green

Physical Therapy
Sage Green

Public 
Administration, 

including Foreign 
Service

Peacock Blue

Public Health
Salmon Pink

Science
Golden Yellow

Social Science
Cream

Social Work
Citron

Theology
Scarlet

Veterinary 
Science

Gray

 



24




