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Christmas at the
University of Mount Union
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nulla vel scelerisque nulla. Mauris ullamcorper, velit
at elementum lobortis, dolor arcu eleifend nisl, vel rhoncus magna augue nec nisl. Pellentesque ligula arcu,
fermentum et faucibus a, adipiscing et diam. Aliquam non risus id augue cursus volutpat. Nulla facilisi. Pellentesque euismod metus vel lectus lobortis molestie. Praesent eget erat est. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Ut
in nulla sit amet risus feugiat malesuada a quis dui. Donec eu lorem sit amet nulla elementum faucibus laoreet
sed nisl. Quisque eget urna sem. Nullam dignissim gravida metus non consequat.
Curabitur viverra luctus enim, sed dignissim elit condimentum mattis. Ut nec libero vel neque hendrerit
malesuada. Aliquam at tellus vel elit iaculis sagittis ut at risus. Duis adipiscing orci non nisi semper posuere.
Phasellus metus ipsum, fringilla vitae sagittis a, viverra vel nisl. Aenean sit amet lectus quis lorem luctus rutrum
porta sit amet nunc. Aenean eu felis neque. Aliquam facilisis, ante sed aliquam pulvinar, sapien ipsum gravida
leo, non adipiscing augue nulla vel lacus. Donec eget lacus et est bibendum mattis. In scelerisque porttitor
nulla, sed facilisis eros mollis vel. Donec vestibulum malesuada justo, vulputate luctus sapien egestas eget.
Nullam ultricies, dolor non viverra venenatis, dui justo rhoncus orci, placerat semper orci elit ut est.
Pellentesque ultrices tellus in nisl pharetra suscipit. Fusce nisl neque, cursus feugiat scelerisque vitae, interdum
a tellus. Aliquam aliquet placerat urna, sit amet bibendum urna sollicitudin sed. In eget libero est. Vivamus
accumsan condimentum mauris eu viverra. Fusce ac eros lorem, sit amet iaculis lectus. Nulla ultricies libero in
sem consectetur rutrum. Quisque lacinia, arcu eu tincidunt vehicula, diam lectus pharetra elit, at malesuada mi
dui vel enim. Donec posuere, justo ut consequat tincidunt, metus enim sagittis nisl, et suscipit nulla quam ac
nisl. Donec egestas consequat justo in laoreet.
Sincerely,

Dr. Richard Giese
President of Mount Union

We kindly ask that you hold your applause until after the choral benediction.

Child of Light
Organ Prelude

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me.............................................. Adoro te devote
Processionale, Paris, 1697, arr. K. Lee Scott

Reading Verses from “Advent 1955”............. Sir John Betjeman, 1906-1984

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me; I would gracious be;
Help me now thy grace to see; I would be like thee;
And with words that help and heal Thy life would mine reveal;
And with actions bold and meek for Christ my Savior speak.
Truthful Spirit, dwell with me; I would truthful be;
Help me now Thy truth to see; I would be like Thee;
And with wisdom kind and clear Thy life in mine appear;
And with actions brotherly speak Christ’s sincerity.
Holy Spirit, dwell with me; I would holy be;
Show Thy mercy tenderly; make me more like Thee;
Separate from sin I would and cherish all things good;
And whatever I can be give Him who gave me Thee.
Mighty Spirit, dwell with me; I would mighty be;
Help me now Thy power to see; I would be like thee;
‘Gainst all weapons hell can wield, be Thou my strength and shield;
Let Thy word my weapon be, Lord, Thine the victory.
Prayer of Invocation ...................... Church of Scotland, 20th Century, Alt.
Ever present God, You taught us that the night is far spent and the
day is at hand. Grant that we may ever be found watching for the
coming of your Son. Save us from undue love of the world, that we
may wait with patient hope for the day of the Lord, and so abide in
Him, that when He shall appear, we may not be ashamed; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The world seems travelling into space,
And travelling at a faster pace
Than in the leisured summer weather
When we and it sit out together,
For now we feel the world spin round
On some momentous journey bound—
Journey to what? to whom? to where?
The Advent bells call out ‘Prepare,
Your world is journeying to the birth
Of God made Man for us on earth.’
Lost in the Night....................................................................... Finnish Folk Tune
Arr. Kyle S. Haugen
Lost in the night do the people yet languish,
Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish,
Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish.
Will not day come soon?
Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow?
Shall those who have light no light let us borrow,
Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow?
Will you help us soon?
Sorrowing wanderers, in darkness yet dwelling,
Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling,
Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling.
Christ is coming soon!
Will not day come soon?
Come and save us soon!
Christ is coming soon!

Reading ................................................................................................. Micah 5:1-5a
Now you are walled around with a wall; siege is laid against us;
with a rod they strike the ruler of Israel upon the cheek. But you, O
Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose
origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give
them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God; and they shall live secure,
for now he shall be great unto the ends of the earth; and he shall
be the one of peace.
A Child Is Born in Bethlehem.................. Mode I Plainsong, 14th Century
Realization in modal rhythm by Richard Proulx
A Child is born in Bethlehem, alleluia!
Therefore rejoice Jerusalem, alleluia!
Come, join the angel throng in songs of joy,
In one accord adoring Christ the Lord.
The babe within a manger poor, alleluia!
Will rule the world forever more, alleluia!
Upon this joyful holy night, alleluia!
We bless your name, O Lord of Light, alleluia!
We praise you, Holy Trinity, alleluia!
Adoring you eternally, alleluia!
Reading “BC—AD” .................................................. U. A. Fanthrope,1929-2009
This was the moment when Before
Turned into After, and the future’s
Uninvented time keepers presented arms.
This was the moment when nothing
Happened. Only dull peace
Sprawled boringly over the earth.
This was the moment when even energetic Romans
Could find nothing better to do
Than counting heads in remote provinces.
And this was the moment
When a few farm workers and three
Members of an obscure Persian sect
Walked haphazard by starlight straight
Into the Kingdom of heaven.

Hodie ................................................................................................ Nancy Hill Cobb
Today Christ is born;
Today the Savior of the world has appeared;
Today the Angels sing, the Archangels rejoice;
Today the righteous rejoice, saying:
Glory to God in the highest.
CAROL FOR THE AUDIENCE
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
(the audience is invited to stand)
Hark! The herald angels sing; “Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing; “Glory to the new-born King!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing; “Glory to the new-born King!”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Son of Righteousness!
Light and Life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing; “Glory to the new-born King!”
Readings ................................................................. Traditional Monastic Liturgy
The hills and the mountains will be singing praise to God. Every
tree in the forest will be clapping its hands. The Lord will come and
rule forever. Alleluia.
Luke 2:1-7
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all
went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also
went up to Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; to be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while
they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for him in the inn.

Blessed Be that Maid Marie............................................... Traditional English
Arr. Joy Sherman
Blessed be that maid Marie.
Born He was of her body.
Very God ere time began.
Born in time the Son of Man.
Christus hodie natus est de Virgine
(Today Christ is born of the Virgin).
Sweet and blissful was the song
Chanted by the Angel throng.
Peace on earth. Alleluia.
In excelsis Gloria (Glory in the highest)!
Christus hodie natus est de Virgine.
Fare three kings from far-off land,
Incense, gold, and myrrh in hand.
In Bethlehem the Babe they see
Stelle ducti lumine (Led by the light of a star).
Christus hodie natus est de Virgine.
Make we merry on this fest
In quo Christus natus est (On which Christ was born).
On this Child I pray you call.
To assoil and save us all.
Christus hodie natus est de Virgine.
There is Faint Music............................................................................. Dan Forrest
There is faint music in the night,
And pale wings fanned by silver flight;
A frosty hill with tender glow
Of countless stars that shine on snow.

Reading Verses from “A Hymn of the Nativity”.................... Richard Crashaw,
c. 1613-1649
We saw Thee in Thy balmy nest,
Bright Dawn of our eternal day!
We saw Thine eyes break from their east,
And chase the trembling shades away.
We saw Thee, and we blessed the sight,
We saw Thee by Thine own sweet light.
Welcome , all wonders in one sight!
Eternity shut in a span;
Summer in winter, day in night,
Heaven in earth, and God in man.
To Thee, meek Majesty, soft King
Of simple graces and sweet loves,
Each of us his lamb will bring,
Each his pair of silver doves,
Till burnt at last in fire of Thy fair eyes,
Ourselves become our own best sacrifice.
Mary Had a Baby ....................................................African-American Spiritual
Arr. Maria Thompson Corley
Mary had a baby, my Lord.
What did she name him? She named him King Jesus.
Where was he born? Born in a manger.
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
Carol of the Children ......................................................................... John Rutter

A shelter from the winter storm,
A straw-lined manger, safe and warm,
And Mary singing lullabies,
To hush her Baby’s sleepy sighs.

One for the star in the sky over Bethlehem;
Two for the hands that will rock Him to sleep;
Three for the kings, bringing gold, bringing myrrh, bringing incense;
Four for the angels that watched over His bedside.
(And one for the heart that I give as my off’ring to Jesus.)

Her eyes are fixed upon His face,
Unheeded here is time and space;
Her heart is filled with blinding joy,
For God’s own Son—her baby Boy!

Blue for the robe of the sweet Virgin Mary;
White for the dawn of the first Christmas Day;
Red for the blood that He shed on Good Friday;
Black for the tomb where He rested till Easter.
Lullaby! See Jesus asleep;
Angels and shepherds their watch on Him keep:
Lullaby! He soon will awake,
For the oxen are stirring and morning will break.

CAROL FOR THE AUDIENCE
Silent Night
(the audience is invited to stand)
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and
mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven a-far, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming
grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Reading ................................................................................................ Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.
The Zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
True Light..........................................................................................Keith Hampton
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
Almighty God is light, He lives in us as True Light.
In the beginning, out of the darkness God created True Light.
Don’t let the light that You’ve given me die, and don’t desert my
mind. But let the one who serves You, praise You again and again.
You are the one who judges right from wrong; Your glory excites
no envy. But let the one who serves You, praise You again and
again.
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
Everywhere I go, I want the world to know.
God gave the world True Light.

Benediction
May the Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into One things
earthly and heavenly, fill you with the sweetness of inward peace
and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
AMEN.
Stay With Us.......................................................................................... Egil Hovland
Stay with us, Lord Jesus,
Stay with us.
Stay with us, it soon is evening,
And night is falling.
Jesus Christ, the world’s true light!
Shine so the darkness cannot overcome it!
Stay with us, Lord Jesus, it soon is evening,
Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for night is falling.
Let your light pierce the darkness
And fill your church with its glory.
Stay with us, Lord Jesus,
Stay with us.
Stay with us, it soon is evening,
And night is falling.
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