
Every Step to Getting 
& Keeping SNAP Funds 
for College Students

i get a letter 
that tells me i might 
be eligible for snap
based on my situation, or 
think I might be eligible.

i apply for snap 
at benefits.ohio.gov

i complete an 
interview with a 
caseworkeror with help from a local 

foodbank, counselor on 
campus, or other assister.

after receiving a notice 
about my appointment.

i get a notice i 
am approved and an 
ebt card in the mail
that I activate following the 
instructions included.

my card is 
loaded each month 
automatically

i verify my 
continuing eligibility 
every 6 months

so I can shop for the foods 
I need at local retailers.

while I still need SNAP to 
help meet my basic needs.

My Electronic Benefits Transfer 
(EBT) card, or Ohio Direction Card, 
looks like this. It works like a debit 
card and makes it easy to shop at 

one of more than 9,300 
participating Ohio retailers.

If I need help with 
applying, I can visit 
ohiofoodbanks.org 
and click Get Help 

to call a local 
foodbank.

Some of the 
most common 
documents I will 
need for my 
application and 
interview are:
•Proof of my 
identity and age 
(driver’s license, 
photo ID card, 
passport, etc.)
•Proof of 
citizenship or 
immigration 
status (birth 
certificate, 
naturalization 
certificate, etc.)
•Proof of Social 
Security Number
•Proof of 
expenses, 
income, and 
resources (pay 
stubs for last 30 
days, lease, 
utility bills, etc.)
•Copy of the 
letter from my 
college or 
institution

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) can help many college 
students with low or no incomes afford the 
healthy food they need to learn and 
succeed. More information is available at 
benefits.ohio.gov.
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