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Khari Wilcox "21, of Ypsilanti, Michigan, did not find the
perfect college on the first try. Luckily, he transferred to
Mount Union in the fall of 2017.

“I learned about Mount Union through the football coach,
but I really liked that the class sizes are small, and you get
that one-on-one attention with professors,” said Wilcox.
“The small campus makes you feel at home. At no other
school do you get your professors’ cell numbers and can
text them in the evening with a question.”

With his senior year almost complete, Khari emphasized
that the people have made his Mount Union experience an
incredible one.

“When I think of Mount Union, I think of family,” he said.
“The family you build here, not just your friends, but fac-
ulty and staff as well are really there for you when things
get hard. If you want to benefit from loyalty to you and
your education, I recommend coming to Mount Union.”

Things got difficult in March 2020 when the COVID-19
virus took hold of the globe and shut many countries
down. Khari had a couple of jobs, but said when the world
shut down, his work stopped. Khari’s student account

had late balances, he had bills to pay, and he was not sure
how he was going to make ends meet. He found a job at
the YMCA, which helped, and then he learned about and
applied for the Student Emergency Fund.

“Receiving support from the Student Emergency Fund was
the biggest blessing of this entire year,” he said. “When I
found out I received the award, I was relieved. I told my
mom, and she was so happy”

Khari wanted to say “thank you” to those donors who
made the Student Emergency Fund possible.

Khari ilcox 2

Ypsilanti, Michigan | B.A, Sport Business

“You are truly blessing other people’s lives,” he said.
“You’re helping college students get through school. You
are helping me get through school and get through life.
Thank you.”

Khari has one piece of advice for his fellow Purple Raid-
ers: “Don’t ever be ashamed to ask for help. If you need
help, ask for it. You will be amazed at the support this
community has to offer”

"Receiving support from the Student Emergency Fund was the biggest blessing of this entire year,
When | found out | received the award, | was relieved. | told my mom, and she was so happy.

- Khari Wilcox '21
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Kayla 21 and Vélerie 21 |

Leetonia, Ohio | B.S, Human Development and Family Science | B.S, Nursing

Though identical twins Kayla and Valerie Sitler both fell in
love with Mount Union, they have blazed two unique trails
while on campus, and are looking forward to helping others
in their respective fields of study after graduation.

Originally from Leetonia, Ohio, the sisters have driven past
Mount Union many times, but did not give the University
much thought until they visited campus during their junior
year of high school. Both Valerie and Kayla felt at home
during their time on campus.

“I am a shy person, so the small classes appealed to me,”
Kayla explained, “I didn’t want to get lost in a crowd of
people at another school. Plus, everyone I met here was so
friendly”

Valerie, a nursing major, said she has always wanted to find
a profession through which she could help other people.
Being a quiet person, nursing intimidated her at first.

“Mount Union helped me break out of my shell. After my
first semester, I felt more confident to pursue nursing,”
Valerie said. “That was the best decision I could have made.
I absolutely love the program and my cohort.”

While Valerie thrives in the nursing program, Kayla was
drawn to psychology after taking a class during her second

"Alot of times, you feel alone when you encounter
a big life challenge. To know that there are peaple
out there who really care about my sister and me
finishing school was the most amazing feeling.

- Valerie Sitler ‘21

semester as a Purple Raider. She will work to become a clin-
ical mental health counselor after graduation.

At the end of the Sitler sisters” junior year, COVID-19 shift-
ed everything. They found themselves learning completely
online like the rest of the world and missing the campus
with which they fell in love. Worse yet, Kayla and Valerie
were both unsure of how they were going to pay for school.
Kayla said they thought they might have to stop going to
school for a while to save up money to return.

“With everything going on in school and the world, I was
trying so hard to focus on my classes, but the stress of pay-
ing for them was overwhelming,” said Valerie.

They then learned about the Student Emergency Fund.
Kayla and Valerie each reached out to ask for help and were
made aware of the fund created to help students like them.
They each applied and received the aid.

“I did not want my time at Mount Union to be interrupted.
Thanks to the Student Emergency Fund, it wasn’t,” Kayla
said. “I felt so relieved to learn we received the money. A lot
of times, you feel alone when you encounter a big life chal-
lenge. To know that there are people out there who really
care about my sister and me finishing school was the most
amazing feeling.”

Kayla and Valerie are looking forward to using their Mount
Union educations to impact their community.

“This gift will have an enormous impact,” Valerie said. “I
will be able to help so many patients in the future because I
was given this help. I would never have been able to im-
pact those people if I had not come to Mount Union. I am
looking forward to caring for my patients and paying this
incredible gift forward.”
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Christian Lopez "21 committed to Mount Union without ever
having set foot on campus.

“I knew I wanted to play football at a Division III school.
What better place than Mount Union?” Lopez asked.

Lopez first came to Alliance from his hometown of Deltona,
Florida for football training his freshman year. He loved play-
ing Purple Raider football and is also extremely grateful for
his experience off the field.

“My favorite thing about Mount is all the connections I have
made on campus,” said Lopez. “The relationships I've built in
admission and with faculty and staft all mean so much to me.”

The youngest of five children and a first-generation college
student, Lopez works diligently to support himself. When the
pandemic hit, he struggled to make ends meet. His student
account and bills quickly piled up. He went to financial aid to
see what options he had, applied for the Student Emergency
Fund, and received aid for his circumstance.

“I was ecstatic to learn I received some of the funding. The
financial burden being lifted oft my shoulders allowed me to
focus on school,” Lopez said. “I'm so thankful to those who
made the Student Emergency Fund possible. They’ve helped
more than just me since I am working to pave the way for
my family members and future generations. Their impact is
greater than just my journey.”

Lopez was excited to complete his human resource manage-
ment major and pursue a master’s in educational leadership.
He wants to be in a position to help others.

Christian Lopez ‘21

Deltona, Florida | B.A., Human Resource Management

“Mount Union has helped me grow tremendously. When I
came here, my biggest concern was sports,” Lopez said. “Now,
I'm organized. I take responsibility for myself. The way peo-
ple around me have influenced me, had my back, and sup-
ported me - it makes me feel at home. I am so happy I chose
Mount Union.”

"'m so thankful to those who made the Student Emergency Fund possible. Their impact is

greater than just my journey.

- Christian Lopez "21




